
    
    

    

        


	
			
			
				

			

			
				
			
			
				
					Stack Exchange Network

					
						Stack Exchange network consists of 183 Q&A communities including Stack Overflow, the largest, most trusted online community for developers to learn, share their knowledge, and build their careers.
					

					Visit Stack Exchange
					
				

			






		        
                        
                            
                            
                            
    

    
        
            Loading…

        

    


    
    


    



                        

                

		


    	
            
        


            
                	
                            
                                Tour
                                
                                    Start here for a quick overview of the site
                                
                            
                        
	
                        
                            Help Center
                            
                                Detailed answers to any questions you might have
                            
                        
                    
	
                                    
                                        Meta
                                        
                                            Discuss the workings and policies of this site
                                        
                                    
                                
	
                                
                                    About Us
                                    
                                        Learn more about Stack Overflow the company, and our products
                                    
                                
                            


            

        

        	
            
                
            
        
	
                

    
        
            
                current community
            

            
                
                    
                        
                    
                

            

        

        
            	
                            
                
        

        
            Web Applications
        
    

    

    
            help
            chat
    


                    
	
                            
        
    


                            
        

        
            Web Applications Meta
        
    

                    


        


        
            
your communities            


        

        

                
Sign up or log in to customize your list.                

        


        
            more stack exchange communities
            

            company blog
        

        
                

        
        
    


        
	
	
                            Log in
                        
	Sign up





	



            
                    


            


        
            
            
                
            

                

    



                

            

        

    
                


    
        
            	
                    	


    
        
                Home

        

    

	


    
        
                Questions

        

    

	


    
        
                Tags

        

    

	
	


    
        
                Users

        

    

	


    
        
                Companies

        

    

	


    
        
                Unanswered

        

    



                
	

    Teams


    
        Stack Overflow for Teams
        â€“ Start collaborating and sharing organizational knowledge.
        
        

        Create a free Team
        Why Teams?

    


	
        
            Teams

            
                
            

        
    
	
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    

                    
                

                
                    Create free Team
                

            

        
    


        
    




        
            


            
                Teams

                Q&A for work

                Connect and share knowledge within a single location that is structured and easy to search.

                
                    Learn more about Teams
                
            


            
                
            

        









        

            


    


    
        

            
                        How to select text in a scanned document in Google Drive PDF viewer

                
                        
        Ask Question
    

                

            

            
                    
                        Asked
                        9 years, 1 month ago
                    

                    
                        Modified
                        8 months ago
                    

                    
                        Viewed
                        3k times
                    

            


            
                

    

    

		





    
        
            
        
            
        
        
            11
        

        
            
        


        

    
    









    
    




        


        


    
    
                
In my PDF documents in Google Drive, I used to be able to select text of a scanned document. I've always scanned at 300dpi. Since at least a year I can't select text in scanned documents anymore in Google Drive's PDF viewer. I've tried selecting text in Google Apps Drive and Gmail Drive. In Chrome and in Firefox. In both recently scanned documents as in documents that I scanned in the past where I know I was able to select text in.


I remember back then when selecting text worked, that I would look at a document and could see by the looks of the mouse pointer that Drive (or Google Docs) was busy/done with text recognition because the mouse pointer would change from a hand to a vertical line (text selector). Now, my mouse pointer is always a vertical line but selecting text just doesn't happen.


OCR does seem to happen by Google Drive somehow, because I can search and find scanned documents by the words in it.


My questions.


	Is anybody else able to select text this way? How?
	What is the workaround with the least mouse clicks per scan to select text from it? I'm open to use third party applications. But selecting text after scanning should really be a breeze, because I do it often.
	Has the text selecting feature been retired from Google Drive? And if so, is there an announcement from Google? Is there an issue that I can star to request the feature again?
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                I suggested you download the PDF export application and then you can write or what not with the files,forms or documents..
                
                
– Claire Williams
                

                Nov 4, 2016 at 23:10
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If you are not restricted by the filetype, and can generate image files of the Scanned documents, then you should take a look at Project Naptha


It is a Chrome extension that performs an OCR on images, and lets you copy (and even edit) the text. I've tried it on images on my Drive Image Viewer, and it's a breeze. You directly have the pointer change to a cursor when the OCR processing is done, and lets you copy/modify thereafter.


I understand this does not directly answer your question, and I wanted to post this as a comment, and not an answer. However, my rep score (under 50) prohibits me from commenting. So no hate. :)
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                That's actually a really good idea. I came across Naptha before, but didn't link it with my use case. Thanks
                
                
– Christiaan Westerbeek
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How to select text in a scanned document in Google Drive PDF viewer?



You can't. This option is no longer available. However, you may set Google drive to automatically convert your documents to Google formats. Here's how to do this:


Convert documents into Google formats If you want to upload files like
Microsoft Word documents, you can change a setting to convert files.

Note: You can only change Google Drive settings from your computer.

Using a computer, go to drive.google.com/drive/settings.

Next to "Convert Uploads," check the box.

https://support.google.com/drive/answer/2424368?hl=en&visit_id=1-636149012604815923-1397888249&rd=1
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"OCR (Optical Character Recognition) is a technology that allows text from images and PDFs to be read and converted into a searchable and editable document. To do this in Google Drive, right click on a PDF, then Open with > Google Docs. Once you have opened it in Google Docs format, save it again and youâ€™ll have your searchable doc."


Extracted from http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/10-tips-pdf-files-google-drive/
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                I am aware of this route. But that's too many clicks per scan just to select a line. I can retype it faster then this route takes. And I end up with a second document that I need to delete afterwards.
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There is a key setting that should be set correctly before uploading the pdf to Google Drive.  Under "general" in your Google Drive settings, check the box next "Convert uploads: Convert uploaded files to Google Docs editor format."
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                I don't see how that's helpful here. The files are already in Google Drive.
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But avoid â€¦
	Asking for help, clarification, or responding to other answers.
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        Draft saved

        Draft discarded

    



            

            


        
            
            
        






                                
                                                
                
                    
                        Sign up or log in

                        
                        
                             Sign up using Google
                        

                        
                             Sign up using Facebook
                        

                        
                             Sign up using Email and Password
                        

                    

                    
                    
                    Submit
                    
                                Post as a guest

            
                
                    Name
                    
                        
                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Email
                            Required, but never shown

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    

                

            


                    

                

            

            
            
                        Post as a guest

            
                
                    Name
                    
                        
                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Email
                            Required, but never shown

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    

                

            


            


                                


                                    
                                        
                                            Post Your Answer
                                        
                                        
                                            Discard
                                        
                                            
                                                By clicking â€œPost Your Answerâ€�, you agree to our terms of service and acknowledge you have read our privacy policy.
                                            

                                    

                                    

                            



                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	google-drive
	pdf
	ocr
	google-drive-file-viewer

 or ask your own question.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        Google Drive: Editing docx at the same time
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        Cannot copy text from PDF generated with Google Docs?
                    

                    
                        
                            17

                        
                        Can't download/export a large Google Docs document as PDF (what are the limits on Google Drive?)
                    

                    
                        
                            17

                        
                        How do I convert from a Google document to PDF without downloading it?
                    

                    
                        
                            3

                        
                        Converting all PNG images in Google Drive to text (OCR)
                    

                    
                        
                            3

                        
                        How do I make Google Drive perform OCR on a PDF I upload?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        How to merge Google documents with PDF files automatically?
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        How to publish a PDF file stored in Google Drive on a Google Sites?
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Representing natural numbers as sums of distinct prime powers
                

            
	
                

                    How are directory contents determined in Finder?
                

            
	
                

                    What was the original context of Margaret Thatcher's quote by Nikki Haley?
                

            
	
                

                    An exact definition of multiplication
                

            
	
                

                    What to do about overhead lights when taking headshots?
                

            
	
                

                    Show that the piecewise function is not Riemann integrable.
                

            
	
                

                    How to replace a whole-life policy?
                

            
	
                

                    Presentability rank of tensor product of presentable categories
                

            
	
                

                    Why should I use 多く instead of 多い in the sentence: 留学生はアジア人が多く
                

            
	
                

                    Sci-fi short story about a human ship discovering a lost colony of genetically modified humans who find pleasure in self-sacrifice
                

            
	
                

                    Could ammonium azanide exist?
                

            
	
                

                    Dropping outlier from linear regression model reducing adjusted R^2
                

            
	
                

                    Why does it appear that God punishes Syria in Amos 1 for attacking Israel, even though he previously caused them to attack Israel?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make this table?
                

            
	
                

                    How hard to brake to perfectly smoothly reach the destination?
                

            
	
                

                    Order of a loop around a cone point
                

            
	
                

                    How can I understand the gap between CPA and CCA1?
                

            
	
                

                    Setup RAID-1 in Kickstart file with 1 Disk
                

            
	
                

                    Is intent required for genocide?
                

            
	
                

                    How do I describe when someone is in possession of something they haven't been given
                

            
	
                

                    What does an SD Card do internally during the 74 clock cycles at startup
                

            
	
                

                    What are these fibers coming out from the baseboard?
                

            
	
                

                    What happens when Congress violates the Constitution through inaction?
                

            
	
                

                    Hexominos from pentominos, heptominos from hexominos
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    







                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Web Applications

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5960
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    