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                        Does Google Docs Viewer only open documents (PDFs, .DOCs) that are upto a particular file size?
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I noticed that Google Docs Viewer could not open (the progress bar halts) some of my .DOC files that were over 12 MB while some documents which were in about 5MB opened fine. Is there a file size limit for documents that the Viewer can open?


On a related note, is there a way to see the file size in the file listing on the opening screen itself? If that was the case, I would rather not open very large files with Google Docs Viewer.


Update 25-Nov-19: I'm happy to inform that With Chrome v78 on Windows 10, I was able to view a 35MB PDF & a 72MB MP4 file through the native viewer. However it could not open a 327MB PDF (the largest I had) and strangely some other smaller MP4 files I had in Google Drive.  Based on RubÃ©n's observation that he could open a 94 MB pdf file, the current maximum size limit of PDF files that can be opened natively is somewhere between 90MB & 327MB. I'll keep testing to find the exact number.


The file sizes are now shown in the Google Drive interface
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                Unfortunately, this appears to still be a problem.
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File limits are listed here: http://docs.google.com/support/bin/answer.py?hl=en&answer=37603
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                Thanks but this is not what I'm looking for. When you upload documents (PDFs or .DOCs) & try to view them within Google Docs, they will open if the files are of a few MBs. In my case, I wasn't able to view a 12 MB Word .doc file. I see the progress bar as it tries to fetch the document but the activity stops after a few minutes without even displaying any message. It appears that the Viewer cannot handle documents beyond a particular file size. So my question is, what is the maximum  size of files that Google Docs Viewer can process?
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                The referred help article doesn't mention the Google Drive viewer limits.
                
                
– Rubén - Volunteer Moderator -
♦                

                Mar 9, 2018 at 14:36
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There are no limits for displaying PDF/DOCs using gviewer as far as know. I tested with up to 50MB and it was working. 

    

    
        
            
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this answer
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            



            
                
    
        
            answered Jun 7, 2011 at 3:18
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        Robert GrezanRobert Grezan
        
            31911 gold badge33 silver badges1111 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

        
    
    

    






            1 
    
        
            	
        
            
                    2
            

        

        
            
                
                I have been logging results upon opening bulky files. A 27MB PDF could not be opened - it shows a message "No preview available" & a download link is available for that file. My guess is, any PDF with size > 25MB cannot be viewed within Docs Viewer. When attempting to view a 39MB .doc file, I got the warning "Sorry, we are unable to scan this file for viruses. The file exceeds the maximum size that we scan. Download anyway". I've noticed that .DOC files with size > 10MB can be viewed in Chrome but may not show up in Firefox.
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This is similar to another answer that is almost 7 years old.


I have being using Google Drive file viewer from a while to view large PDF files, at this time I tried to open a 94 MB pdf file using Windows 10 and Chrome 64 (64 bits) and it works fine for me.


If there was a problem on Google's side it's very likely it was solved long time ago (this question is almost 8 years old) and those who have problems perhaps they are related to their environment rather than to Google Drive file viewer.


It's worth to note that View & open files doesn't mention a file size limit.

    

    
        
            
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this answer
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            

            

    
        
            edited Mar 9, 2018 at 14:47
        

        
    

    
        
    

    
        
        
            
        

    



            



            
                
    
        
            answered Mar 9, 2018 at 14:35
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        Rubén - Volunteer Moderator -♦Rubén - Volunteer Moderator -
        
            45.1k1818 gold badges9393 silver badges293293 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

        
    
    

    






             
    
        
            

	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    





    

		



                                    


    
        
            
        
            
        
        
            1
        

        
            
        


        

    
    








            
                
                    
                

            


    
    




        


        


    
    
So this problem came up today.  I wanted to post a 267MB PDF file for people to view and google drive gave me the error "THIS FILE IS TOO LARGE TO PREVIEW."  It suggested some third party viewers.  I did some research and could not get a good answer.  So I re-created my PDF file in pieces and looked at the file size for what would preview and not preview.  I found that there is a 100MB limit for sure (at least for PDF files).

CHROME: Version 86.0.4240.111 (Official Build) (64-bit)
for me:

PVIEW   PC         GOOGLE

NO      267MB       ---

NO      106MB      104MB

YES     102MB      99MB

YES     82MB       80MB

YES     76MB       75MB

YES     58M        57MB

YES     32MB       32MB

    

    
        
            
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this answer
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            

            

    
        
            edited Nov 5, 2020 at 0:02
        

        
    

    
        
    

    
        
        
            
        

    



            



            
                
    
        
            answered Nov 4, 2020 at 23:57
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        ArlenArlen
        
            2122 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

        
    
    

    






             
    
        
            

	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    





                        
                            
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                    Your Answer
                                

                                    







        
            
                

                
                    
                        
                    

                    

                

            

        


    
    
        Thanks for contributing an answer to Web Applications Stack Exchange!
	Please be sure to answer the question. Provide details and share your research!

But avoid â€¦
	Asking for help, clarification, or responding to other answers.
	Making statements based on opinion; back them up with references or personal experience.

To learn more, see our tips on writing great answers.

    

    
        
    




    
        Draft saved

        Draft discarded

    



            

            


        
            
            
        






                                
                                                
                
                    
                        Sign up or log in

                        
                        
                             Sign up using Google
                        

                        
                             Sign up using Facebook
                        

                        
                             Sign up using Email and Password
                        

                    

                    
                    
                    Submit
                    
                                Post as a guest

            
                
                    Name
                    
                        
                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Email
                            Required, but never shown

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    

                

            


                    

                

            

            
            
                        Post as a guest

            
                
                    Name
                    
                        
                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Email
                            Required, but never shown

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    

                

            


            


                                


                                    
                                        
                                            Post Your Answer
                                        
                                        
                                            Discard
                                        
                                            
                                                By clicking â€œPost Your Answerâ€�, you agree to our terms of service and acknowledge you have read our privacy policy.
                                            

                                    

                                    

                            



                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	google-drive
	google-drive-file-viewer

 or ask your own question.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            10

                        
                        How to upload a file into Google Docs, given a URL
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        "You've reached the bandwidth limit for viewing or downloading files that aren't in Google Docs format. Please try again later."
                    

                    
                        
                            11

                        
                        How to select text in a scanned document in Google Drive PDF viewer
                    

                    
                        
                            8

                        
                        Export Google Drive Including Shared Folders
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        Uploading a Google Doc to Google Drive makes file unreadable on Drive website
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        Google Drive: Files were converted to Google Document type. How can I convert them back to their original type?
                    

                    
                        
                            5

                        
                        search my google drive for all documents that have been shared with a link privately or are open on the web
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    How do I describe when someone is in possession of something they haven't been given
                

            
	
                

                    Why wasn't the planet Uranus recognized by ancient cultures?
                

            
	
                

                    What happens when Congress violates the Constitution through inaction?
                

            
	
                

                    Can a Pokémon transform a human into a Pokémon?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is the Compaq FWS2ASPI.SYS driver not recognized as an ASPI driver?
                

            
	
                

                    Calculation of pH in Molecular Dynamics simulation?
                

            
	
                

                    Is it possible to have a page master?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I stop my dog from constantly pulling on the leash?
                

            
	
                

                    Conceal passwords in configuration files but maintain password length
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make this table?
                

            
	
                

                    How to reproduce this kind of wavy line?
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a reason why demands for conditions to be attached to military aid for Israel mostly come from the Democrat side?
                

            
	
                

                    Order of a loop around a cone point
                

            
	
                

                    Show that the piecewise function is not Riemann integrable.
                

            
	
                

                    Compare number to string with ranges and single numbers
                

            
	
                

                    Is intent required for genocide?
                

            
	
                

                    How hard to brake to perfectly smoothly reach the destination?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is my car losing control and vibrating
                

            
	
                

                    Representing natural numbers as sums of distinct prime powers
                

            
	
                

                    How do I best identify weak points in myself along a path to academia
                

            
	
                

                    Cutting machine with Linux: fsck died with status code 4
                

            
	
                

                    Dropping outlier from linear regression model reducing adjusted R^2
                

            
	
                

                    Setup RAID-1 in Kickstart file with 1 Disk
                

            
	
                

                    Did Boeing debut the 787 Dreamliner in 2007 with plywood doors and daylight visible through the wheel-wells?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    







                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Web Applications

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5960
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    